
Junior Prep 
Curriculum

Meaningful 
& Relevant 

Sparkling 
Starts Challenging Transferable 

skillsInterconnected Engaging Phenomenal 
Finishes

Our Junior Prep Curriculum Rationale

We believe that the key to successful learning starts with developing strong oracy, comprehension and written expression 
from an early age; therefore, we want our pupils to be immersed in a curriculum that is literature rich and centred around 
building core transferable skills that equip them in developing key knowledge and understanding of the world around them, 
whilst being meaningful and relevant to their everyday experiences. 

Our interconnected approach to the curriculum means that where subjects are naturally able to be linked by a common theme, 
we teach these during the same term so that pupils can see the relevance between them, whilst maintaining discrete subject 
teaching; in this way, children will know what it means, for example, to be a scientist, geographer or historian.  

We want our pupils to be excited about their learning from the moment they begin a new theme or topic; so each new theme 
will be defined by our Sparkling Start approach, which aims to pique their curiosity and desire to learn more about it. They 
may go on trips, have a workshop in school or a specific activity and at the end there will be a Phenomenal Finish that will be 
shared with parents in a variety of ways. Phenomenal finish - gives their learning meaning and they are working towards a 
purposeful ending.

Maths is taught as a stand alone subject, although application of skills to real life contexts will be practised by making links, 
where relevant, to other areas of the curriculum and our themes. 

Lessons are planned to provide a breadth and balance of learning through practical, investigative and written activities.  By 
encouraging the children to apply their learning across different contexts we are able to extend their understanding and 
deepen the core skills.



RECEPTION

Themes: People Who Help Us and Minibeasts

Learning Outline: People Who Help Us: There are lots of people who help us in the community and it’s great to learn 
about how they help us, the skills that they have and how they attend to the needs of others in our 
day-to-day lives.

Mini-beasts: Looking at minibeasts, we will learn how to care for creatures, identify their features, 
investigate their life-cycles and their habitats and look at  the important role they play in the 
sustainability of the environment. 

Sparkling Start: Fire Brigade visit to school 

Phenomenal Finish: Talk by parent whose profession is to help people e.g. doctor

Sparkling Start: Visit River and Rowing Museum - Ugly Bug Ball Workshop

Phenomenal Finish: Ugly Bug Ball performance

Interconnectedness: Learning about People Who Help Us enables children to make connections between people and 
the world around them. It makes them more aware of the different jobs and roles people take on in 
their own homes, in school and in their local community. When we move onto our Minibeast topic 
this will provide a wealth of opportunities for investigation into growth, adaptation, and interactions 
between living things. Children will learn about how important minibeasts are to the environment 
and how to treat all living things with care and respect.

Skills and other 
aspects of learning:

Showing children that they are part of a wider community that keeps them safe and healthy to 
inspire them to consider their own future careers as well as learning key life skills such as how to 
dial the emergency services or who to ask if they get lost. Learning about Minibeasts will develop 
children’s curiosity by asking questions about living things. They will learn to identify a number of 
common minibeasts and understand life cycles. We’re looking forward to this topic as it provides a 
broad range of opportunities that will nurture the children’s learning and development across the 
curriculum.

Summer Term Learning Outline

Michaelmas 1 Michaelmas 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Reception All About Me Celebrations 
around the 
World

Fairy Tales Farming People who 
Help Us

Minibeasts

Year 1 Home Sweet 
Home

Wild and 
Wonderful

Heads, 
Shoulders, 
Knees and 
Toes

Walking 
with 
Dinosaurs

Here comes 
the Sun

In the 
Garden

Year 2 Explorers and 
Adventurers

Journeys Castles and 
Dragons

Eco 
Warriors

Up, Up and 
Away

The  
Riverbank

Year 3 Tombs, Treasures and Trophies Going Underground Heroes and Villains

Year 4 Power, Palace and Plays Change and Journeys Community, Homes and 
Habitats

Overview of Reception - Year 4 Themes



YEAR 1

Themes: Oh I do like to be beside the seaside

In the Garden

Learning Outline: We will begin the summer term with the story of The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch. This familiar 
story will lend itself to writing instructions for a DT lesson of making sandwiches for our Sparkling 
Start. The children will revisit speech and develop their use of speech marks. We will continue 
to look at story structure and build on descriptions of story settings and characters. Our second 
book for the summer term will be The Storm Whale by Benji Davies. We will explore themes 
and issues, and develop and sustain ideas through discussion. The children will be encouraged 
to develop creative responses to the text through play, drama, music and movement, storytelling 
and artwork. We will learn how to compose a free verse poem which the children will perform in 
their Phenomenal Finish. An introduction to writing from the perspective of someone in the book 
will enable children to explore and develop empathy for a character.

In the second half of the Summer Term the children will read the traditional fairy-tale ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ and write diary entries as Jack. The children will also write instructions on how to plant 
a seed and how to care for a plant. They will then read the story ‘The Enormous Turnip’ and have 
lots of fun by adapting this traditional tale to write their own story.

Sparkling Starts: First half: Making sandwiches and having a picnic.

Second half: Grow your own vegetable or flower

Phenomenal 
Finishes:

First half: Parents invited to a performance of the children’s poems.

Second half: Visit to Harcourt Arboretum

Interconnectedness: Both topics will be linked to Science where we will investigate different habitats for both plants 
and animals and focus on the growing aspect of plants. We will make good use of our Forest 
School sessions to explore our grounds and what it offers for different wildlife. English will 
provide the children with drama opportunities where they can act out scenes of the stories in the 
roles of different characters. In Geography we will look at Great Britain and compare different 
regions to our own locality. Our first topic will encourage the children to investigate how life 
would be different if we lived near the sea.

Skills and other 
aspects of learning:

Core skills which will be developed:

Communication is something we work on throughout Year 1. This term’s topics will promote 
this through drama, reading stories aloud, writing instructions and taking turns. These encourage 
pupil collaboration and speaking and listening skills.

Independence when adapting stories to write their own version of events.

Reasoning and Logical Thinking are skills which are regularly used in Maths lessons.

Independence: children are encouraged to find information rather than being told. Opportunities 
for the children to be “the teacher” so that they can explain their ideas in their own words.

Creativity: allowing the children to explore aspects of the story in a variety of ways through 
drama, poetry, role-play, art and music.



YEAR 2

Themes: Up, Up and Away

The Riverbank

Learning Outline In the first half of the Summer Term the children will study the classic children’s book ‘The 
Blue Balloon’ by Mick Inkpen. They will also experiment with new vocabulary and additional 
descriptive phrases in their writing. The children will write informative texts on different modes 
of transport. They will also research fascinating facts to learn more about their invention and 
changes that have taken place over time. 

Learning about flying insects and bugs will  provide a source of non-fiction information including 
observing their behaviour, examining physical features and analysing their local habitats. The 
children will revisit the school pond and write non-fiction instructions on staying safe near water. 
They will also consider natural food sources that can be found in the woods and by the river’s 
edge. The children will extend their understanding of the features of non-fiction texts including 
scanning for headings, sub headings, captions and information.

We will make links between our class texts in art to create and design work collaboratively on 
joint tasks. The children will also revise adverbs, imperative verbs and time expressions; including 
reading the book ‘Tales of the Riverbank’ as a stimulus to write their own poems about life along 
a busy riverbank. The children will refer to the story ‘Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame 
as inspiration to write their own creative stories.

Sparkling Starts: ‘Up, Up and Away’ - Visit from Zoolab and a Bug Hunt  within the Forest School.

‘The Riverbank’ - Environmental Study afternoon.  

Phenomenal 
Finishes:

‘Up, Up and Away‘ - Releasing the Butterflies 

‘The Riverbank’ - Year Group Dance performance from Toad of Toad Hall / The Frog Song

Interconnectedness: We will be linking our ‘Up, Up and Away’ topic to Science when looking at how types of air and 
movement can be created - and how to harness its power. We will also be making links between 
insects and the pond in Outdoor Learning sessions; to develop the children’s understanding of 
living creatures - We will be hatching and growing Butterflies. Drama and story-mapping will 
be incorporated into the children’s writing; whilst they use their imagination to think about how 
the riverbank supports the animals that live there. There will be additional opportunities for the 
children to use their prior knowledge of names and features of local wildlife and pond creatures - 
including invertebrates. The children will be able to see how the school pond is brimming with life 
and connect its relevance to key concepts in Science and Geography.

Skills and other 
aspects of learning:

Skills and other aspects of learning: Core skills which will be further enhanced are 
communication and reasoning; both will feature in our Summer Term curriculum. We will 
explore ways of connecting learning across our subjects through speaking and listening activities. 
Reasoning will feature in mathematical tasks; with a new focus being seen in the introduction 
of verbal reasoning. The children will continue to be adaptable in everyday life so that they can 
think more flexibly. Collaboration will include exploring pond life in Forest School tasks and 
working as a team to create structures for insects (‘Bug Hotels’) and caring for caterpillars and 
butterflies. There will also be opportunities for the children to work as a group in Art on their 
riverbank project. Resilience will be linked to our Maths challenges. Critical thinking will also 
explore qualities of water, plants and soil and be linked to work in both Geography and Science 
through our habitat studies and growing plants. Creativity will be central when making pond life 
3D sculptures based on direct knowledge of features observed. 



YEAR 3

Theme: Heroes and Villains

Learning Outline During the Summer Term, children will be studying heroes and villains in Literature. They will be 
focusing on books by Roald Dahl in the first half of term, and learning how he created characters 
in his stories. They will be reading Greek Myths and identifying how heroes and villains are 
portrayed in Mythology. After studying the structure of myths the children will create their own 
hero and villain and write their own mythological story. In the second half of term we will be 
looking at comic strips and how Superheroes are portrayed. They will create their own Superhero 
and make a comic strip to show their special powers and adventures. This will be linked to our 
computer work on scratch animation.

Sparkling start: Perform workshop - Ancient Greeks

Phenomenal Finish: The children will be making a book about Heroes and Villains to share with their families.

Interconnectedness: Our topic will cover real life heroes, focusing on black people in history who have made a 
difference, and children and animals that completed heroic acts and overcame disabilities. In 
History we will be learning about Ancient Greece, which will allow us to compare Modern Day 
Greece with the UK. Children will explore geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of the UK and Greece. In addition, children will 
extend their understanding of Greek culture and how this is portrayed through the visual arts 
including looking at vases, mosaics, and making mini Trojan horses.

Skills and other 
aspects of learning:

Children will further develop their communication and creative skills through painting, drawing 
and modelling and making artwork inspired by Greek mythology and artefacts.  Designing comic 
strips will also allow pupils to be creative and develop confidence in narrative work creating 
settings, characters and plot, while also proof-reading for spelling and punctuation errors 
with greater independence. They will develop their understanding of resilience through their 
exploration of real life heroes who have overcome challenges, and also have opportunities to 
demonstrate this in their own approach to lessons, embracing a ‘Give your best, keep trying’ 
attitude. Key skills in maths linked to statistics, measure and fractions will also be practised and 
extension activities involving problem solving will help provide opportunities for logical thinking 
and reasoning. 



YEAR 4

Theme Community, Homes and Habitats

Learning Outline As well as learning about homes and habitats in History, the children will be learning about 
animal habitats in Science, focusing particularly on the adaptations of animals to live in their 
environments. During our Habitat Focus afternoon, pupils will have the opportunity to develop 
leadership and teamwork skills, completing a range of tasks designed to challenge their 
understanding of relationships within a variety of habitats. As part of RE ‘What is a Community?’ 
We will visit Dorchester Abbey and St. Birinus Church to learn about church communities. In art 
our focused artist, LS Lowry, and our school buildings, will help us to use skills in observational 
drawing, extending this further by exploring surface pattern and texture in clay.

Sparkling Start: Zoo Lab Visit

Phenomenal Finish: Parent and Grandparent Music Presentation.

Interconnectedness: Our Science, History and Geography studies lend themselves perfectly to this theme. During Year 
4 our children will delve into the theme of Community, Homes and Habitats and learn that having 
a sense of community unites us. Children will also explore the range of  different homes and 
habitats, for animals as well as humans.

Skills and other 
aspects of learning:

Our children will learn about the Viking invasion and settlement in Britain with imaginative 
outcomes, including creating a game based around Viking gods and goddesses which 
encompasses critical thinking, as mythology was an important part of Viking life. The children 
will demonstrate leadership and adaptability in their planning of an effective Dragon’s Den trade 
presentation.



Key Aspects of 
Learning

Core Skills

Independence

Critical thinking

Logical thinking

Reasoning

Leadership

Creativity

Communication

Adaptability

Resilience

Immersive and Experiential

Rich text centred

Piques curiosity with a 
sparkling start

Provides a purpose and 
context for learning

Is relevant and significant

Builds knowledge and skills to 
create a phenomenal finish

Breadth of 
Curriculum

English language

Reading 
Comprehension

Creative Writing

Writing for a purpose

Maths

Science

Humanities

The Arts

Technology

Language/culture

PSHCE

Characteristics

Curiosity

Self challenging, risk 
takers

Reflective

Collaborative

Imaginative

Integrity

Information, Media 
and Technology

Communication

(G suite and 
chromebooks)

Computational 
thinking

Computer science

E safety

Opportunities our 
curriculum provides

Breadth and Balance in learning

Excitement and Engagement

Challenge and Ownership 

Development of oracy, comprehension and writing skills

Mastery approach in Maths

Practical and physical experience

Application of learning to different context

Relationships Self awareness; relationships to others; 
global relationships and cultural diversity 

Experiences outside 
of the classroom

Forest School; Eco awareness; Sporting endeavours and opportunities; Musical and Drama opportunities; Local links; 

Educational trips; Visiting speakers/workshops

Our Junior Prep Curriculum Intent


